
 

 
COMMUNITY DIRECTOR (Prisons) APPLICATION PACK 

 
About Imagine If 
Established in 2014, Leeds-based Imagine If Theatre allows people to ‘imagine if’ 
within their own lives through our thought provoking theatre productions. We create 
theatre that is inspiring, entertaining and unashamedly honest for intimate audiences. 
We aim to be truthful in our artistic processes and productions, as authenticity is 
ingrained in our work. We also engage with those who have direct, personal 
experience of social problems in Britain through our theatre productions and workshop 
packages. Consequently, we place those without a voice at the forefront of each 
Imagine If production. We show excellence in the way we engage with artists, 
audiences and participants, making an active difference to their lives through theatre. 
We do this through supporting those most excluded from society and delivering art to 
make a long-lasting positive impact. We deliver drama-based workshops within prisons 
for offenders and in the community for ex-offenders and those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.  

Bird on the Wing (BOTW) 
Bird on the Wing is a 3-week intensive course for up to 15 offenders in prison, who are 
all due for release within 12 weeks. Bird on the Wing uses drama-based exercises to 
improve offender’s confidence, communication skills and employability skills. The 
course culminates in a performance by the offenders to local employers within the 
prison to bridge the gap between employment and re-offending. Bird on the Wing uses 
applied theatre techniques alongside a desistance to crime framework to achieve high 
quality outcomes for offenders. BOTW was piloted three times in 2017 to 41 offenders 
across 3 male prisons in the UK to outstanding results and we have active interest 
from other prisons to run BOTW moving forward.  
 
Role summary 
Imagine If have secured funding from The Fore over 2 years for the role of a part time 
Community Director (Prisons). The Community Director (Prisons) (CDP) is a new role 
for Imagine If and we are very excited to invest in and grow this role with the right 
candidate. The CDP will be an integral position to the development of our prison work 
across the UK. They will oversee the recruitment, delivery and evaluation of our 
flagship prison course ‘Bird on the Wing’ as well as securing prison commissions and 
strategic funding to expand our line of arts in prison work. They will be the point of 
contact for our Criminal Justice work and will represent Imagine If at all stakeholder 
meetings/conferences. They will be passionate about the active difference the arts 
can make and will have solid experience of working in the Criminal Justice System and 
with offenders/practitioners in this field. Imagine If have delivered work in twelve UK 
prisons over the past 4 years and have strong relationships with various third sector 
organisations who support and enhance our work. We are key players in the arts in 
prisons sector and the CDP would cement these relationships to expand our growth, 
sustainability and provision. 
 



 
Role responsibilities 

• Establish and develop our partnerships with UK prisons securing national contracts 
for BOTW 

• Project manage all BOTW courses from the onset to the evaluation including 
recruitment, training, planning, delivery and evaluation of the course 

• Liaise with all appropriate third sector organisations/employers and gain active 
support for BOTW 

• Secure contracts with local/national employers for interviews/paid work for ex-
offenders pre/post release 

• Work with the CRC/NPS to track offenders post BOTW and implement findings into 
reports 

• Apply for strategic funding as appropriate (£20,000+) 

• Work with Imagine If's producer to support the production of touring shows into 
prisons 

• Manage the prison budget 

• Liaise with key stake holders regionally, nationally and where possible 
internationally, to ensure the company is a key player in issues at regional and 
national and international levels within the Criminal Justice System 

• Keep up to date on government policies and budgets for the CJS 

• Market BOTW on our website, social media and via newsletters 

• Report to trustees at board meetings 
 
Outline of Terms and Conditions 

• The position offered is for 2.5 day per week for 2 years, to be worked flexibly to 
account for courses and tours 

• Salary: £22,000-£25,000 pro rata dependent on experience 

• This is a fixed term contract for the period of 2 years commencing September 2018 
 
How to Apply: 
Please email a CV, x2 references and a cover letter no longer than two pages of A4 
detailing why you are interested in the role to: admin@imagineiftheatre.co.uk and 
put 'Community Director (Prisons)’ in the email subject. 
 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: FRIDAY 3RD AUGUST  
INTERVIEWS: WEDNESDAY 8TH AUGUST  
START DATE: SEPTEMBER 2018 
 
Please familiarise yourself with Imagine If via the following outlets before applying: 

Website: www.imagineiftheatre.co.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/imagineiftheatrecompany 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/imagine_if_co 
 
Due to the nature of our work with vulnerable people, we follow rigorous safe guarding and protection 
policies and procedures in our recruitment process. As a result, some of our roles are subject to an 
Enhanced Disclosure by the Disclosure and Barring Service. A criminal record will not necessarily bar 
you from joining us as an employee or volunteer; this will depend on the circumstances of any offences. 
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